Biographical Memoirs
judgement. H e never gave the impression of being in a hurry and always completed the business in good time. He was very supportive of the Secretariat when difficult issues arose. For example, the proposal to move the John Innes Institute from Bayfordbury to Norwich aroused strong protest backed by a number of eminent and distinguished people. The Institute was moved to Norwich. When the Duke was Chairman of the Agricultural Research Council there was a break for lunch of about one and a half hours when he and about half the Council, not always the same half, would go to a steak-house off Leicester Square (this was when the Council's office was in Lower Regent Street). This practice ceased when he left the Chairmanship and for the last 20 years the Council has had lunch of sandwiches with a glass of wine served within the office. The D uke's programme for lunch was in striking contrast to normal practice. I have given evidence to various Committees of Enquiry and usually the procedure for lunch was to have a sandwich and a beer in a nearby pub.
It is now appropriate to refer to his relationship with his tenants. One of the hill farmers states that the landlord-tenant relationship was much envied by the tenants of other estates. In his opinion it will prove to be of greater value and endurance than any of the material benefits that occurred during his lifetime. The knowledge that one has the strength of the estate behind one is a great comfort. Shelter belts were planted, not only for the provision of shelter, but also for amenity. He was most interested in getting the most out of heather burning on the moors. This hill farming tenant comments that his family have been tenants of the Dukes of Northum berland for well over 200 years and that during that time they have prospered and long may they continue to do so.
A nother tenant praises the working of the landlord-tenant relationship in that requests for any type of improvement, for example, drainage, building, fencing, etc., was provided with a minimum of fuss. He refers to the D uke's keen interest in hunting and he recalls the hunt balls at Alnwick Castle, especially that celebrating the coming of age of the 9th Duke, attended by some 500 farmers and tenants when a feeling of affection for the family was strongly evident.
One of the tenants of an arable farm relates that his father died leaving a widow and seven children. This tenant was then 14 years of age and his mother became the first female tenant on the estate. Again reference is made to the ready response for requests for fencing, hedge cutting, conversion of buildings, etc. The Duke showed much interest in the cropping programme especially if any new crop was grown and he liked to see a good mixture of arable and grass which was pertinent to his responsibility as Master of Foxhounds.
Mr Hugonin, the Agent of the Northumberland Estates, gives a very succinct appraisal of the D uke's personality in his obituary notice published in The Independent on the 14 October 1988. He refers to the Duke's wide experience which matched a rare ability first to choose and then to draw the best from the many colleagues with whom he worked. He brought a keen intelligence to every problem and issue. No committee was ever chaired before its agenda had been mastered, no speech delivered without thorough research; nothing was written without careful choice of words, a reflection of his legal training before the War.
The Duke was with the British Expedition in 1941 which attem pted unsuccessfully to stem the German advance through Greece. A rumour spread among the troops that he had been killed but fortunately they were mistaken. He had unexpectedly suc ceeded to the Dukedom when his elder brother was killed at Dunkirk. When he returned from the W ar he again became fully involved with local and national affairs.
H e was a Government Whip for a short time in 1945. He joined the Northumberland County Council on which he served for over 20 years. He was greatly interested in forestry and planted widely. H e added many rare specimens to the collections at Alnwick, Syon and Albury. He was Chancellor of the University of Newcastle from 1963 to 1988, the University's first Chancellor when Newcastle and Durham were separated. H e was especially interested in the library and donated or lent many books and works of art. A few years before his death he had had to give up riding to hounds, a pursuit which he greatly missed. He was a Trustee of the Lawes Agricultural Trust for many years, up to the time of his death. 
